	POST TITLE
	Consultancy services to design and deliver a Capacity-Building Programme on Blue Carbon, enabling conditions for Commonwealth governments

	LOCATION
	
Home-Based


	FEE
	£15,000


	DURATION
	approx. 4–6 months


	CLOSING DATE 
	Noon GMT, 20 July 2026



The Commonwealth Secretariat seeks to engage a consultant to design and deliver a capacity-building programme that will strengthen the capacity of government officials across Commonwealth member states to understand and address the policy, legal and institutional enabling conditions required to support credible, high-integrity blue carbon initiatives.
The selected consultant will need a key combination of skills and experience including:
· Advanced degree in marine policy, environmental governance, economics, international development, or a related field. Given the range of activities, the team should comprise at least a Blue Carbon Specialist; Policy Specialist; and Capacity-building Specialist 
· Experience working with international or regional organisations such as the Commonwealth Secretariat or Caribbean regional institutions. 
· Knowledge of blue carbon, blue financing and ocean investment. 
· Demonstrated expertise in blue carbon, coastal ecosystem restoration, and/or nature-based climate solutions. 
· Experience analysing or supporting policy, legal, and institutional enabling conditions relevant to carbon markets or ecosystem restoration initiatives. 
· Familiarity with governance issues and assessing readiness around land tenure, carbon rights, safeguards, monitoring and reporting frameworks, and regulatory considerations about blue carbon policy enabling conditions. 
· Experience working across multiple country contexts, particularly in coastal or island states. 
Experience with government engagement 
· Demonstrated experience supporting government institutions, policymakers, or public agencies on policy analysis, regulatory frameworks, or environmental governance. 
· Experience in designing and delivering capacity building programmes or training for government officials. 

· Ability to translate complex technical and regulatory issues into practical guidance for policymakers. 
Knowledge generation and policy outputs 
· Demonstrated experience producing policy-oriented knowledge products such as policy briefs, guidance documents, or analytical reports for government audiences. 
· Experience synthesising lessons across multiple country contexts and translating them into practical policy insights. 
Networks and practical experience 
· Access to a network of technical experts, practitioners, or project developers able to contribute practical insights and case examples, is desirable but not essential. 
· Familiarity with real-world blue carbon initiatives, policy development processes, or project pipelines. 
Please apply for this contract by submitting a concise cover letter (1–2 pages) and CV to bluecharter@commonwealth.int by 20 July 2026. Applicants must also complete the Quote Submission Documents attached to the Request for Quotation (RFQ) document.
The cover letter should include the bid amount, a short statement of the candidate's relevant expertise and experience, and explain how the consultancy would be carried out to meet the specific objectives set out in the Terms of Reference.
Evaluation will be based on competency and cost. Where submissions are similar in quality, preference will be given to Contractors that are Commonwealth citizens or entities registered in a Commonwealth country.
